Message from the Grand President

Brother and Sister Pioneers;

I thought it might be appropriate to brief you on our trip throughout the state to install all Officers elect; the Installation ceremonies went off on time and on schedule.  I guess the stars were perfectly aligned, despite some iffy weather in Southeastern we made every installation as planned.  Vila and I wish to thank you all for your wonderful hospitality.  You met us at the airport, transported us to the hotel, then to the meeting hall, then back to the hotel and the next morning to the airport.  In between we enjoyed the installation dinners, tours of your communities and just good down to earth conversation about what is going on with Pioneers from other locations.  A special thank you to the folks in Cordova for the loan of their personal vehicle so we could sight see, despite the snow that was coming down sidewise.  Also, a special thank you to Fred Thorsteinson for transporting us to and from the airport and also to and from the Ferry Terminal.  Many thanks to the Shooks in Haines for their very informative tour of Haines and the best Burger I have tasted in many a year.  Also to Don Poling for the tour of the Museum and a personal visit and briefing from the Totem Carver.  You folks sure know your history.  I could go on but time and space will not permit.

As your Grand President I am calling for a meeting of all Grand Officers to be held in Wasilla during the Annual Pioneer Stampede.  I have several concerns that I would like to discuss with you prior to the convention in Fairbanks in September.  I had hoped to do this in Sitka but time did not permit.  The meeting is strictly voluntary on your part since the Grand Igloo is not able to provide funding for your travel requirements.   After visiting and discussing issues with all Igloo’s last January I am convinced that the Grand Officers should, if possible, meet at least once each year prior to the Annual Convention to refresh each Grand Officer regarding his or her duties and to discuss business which will be presented to the general assembly in September.  Also there are several housekeeping duties I think we should address in our Grand Igloo By-Laws for subordinate Igloos.  Also I want to discuss possibilities of funding travel for Grand Officers for future travel other than the annual Convention.  Here are a few topics for discussion when we meet at Snider Park for the annual Stampede:

· Determine what expenses are reimbursable to the Grand President when he or she travels throughout the state to install new Igloo Officers

· Discuss procedures regarding our hired Lobbyist.

· Alert the Chairman of the Constitution and By-Laws Committee to some house- keeping updates that may be needed.

· Discuss the Standing Rules regarding a members desire to hold dual membership or a membership in more than one Igloo.

· Discuss my appointment of the Appeals, Credentials, and Grievances Committee.

· Discuss the procedures for determining those selected for nomination to the various Offices of the Grand Igloo.

· Discuss with the Grand Trustees who they have selected as their Chairperson and who their Secretary is.

· Discuss the budgetary process within the Grand Igloo to include what happens when we exceed our budget.

These are just a few of the topics I wish to discuss with the Grand Igloo Officers that have surfaced during my tour throughout our Installation of all Igloos.

I want to emphasize once again this meeting of Grand Officers is strictly voluntary on their part due to the personal cost involved in getting to Wasilla.  But I will do my best to have accurate notes taken of our discussions which will be mailed to all Grand Officers as soon as possible.

What I’m really saying is that I hope and pray our Grand Secretary Vision Money will be there to assist me.

I have many stories to tell you of our trip installing the New Officers but they must wait for the next issue of the Pathfinder.  In the meantime we look forward to seeing you all at the Pioneer Stampede in Wasilla which takes place the same week as Colony Days in Palmer (June 13 & 14).  It should be fun.

Respectfully submitted; 

Your Grand President

Ed Johnson

2009 Igloo Officers

Nome MI #1

Ben Esch

President

Paul Thompson

1st VP

Charlie Lean

2nd VP

John Brockman

Secretary

Jimmy Adams

Treasurer

Doug Martinson
Chaplain

Gary Longley

Historian

Leonard Sarja

Sgt-at-Arms

Wes Perkins

3 Yr Trustee

Jimmy Adams

2 Yr Trustee

John Brockman

1 Yr Trustee

Nome WI #1

Mary Knodel

President

Lorlei Shield

1st VP

Roni Knittle

2nd VP

Judy Martinson

Secretary

Mary Reader

Treasurer

Donna Morgan

Chaplain

Caroline Reader

Historian

Bonnie Hahn

Sgt-at-Arms

Barbara Oleson

Inner Guard

Mary Honsberger
3 Yr Trustee

Bonnie Hahn

2 Yr Trustee

Barbara Oleson

1 Yr Trustee

 Fairbanks MI #4

Officer’s Names not furnished

Fairbanks WI #8



Wendy Ott

President

Barbara Doogan

1st VP

Pat Babcock

2nd VP

Ruth Knapman

Secretary, Rec.

Erika Miller

Secretary, Mem.

Joy McDougall

Treasurer

Sally Murphy

Chaplain

Barbara Lounsbury
Historian

Billie Bent

Sgt-at-Arms

Candy Setzer

Marshal

Becky Hassebrock
Inner Guard

Susan Kalen

3 Yr Trustee

Linda Conley

2 Yr Truste

Sharon Boko

1 Yr Truste                                                                             

Juneau MI #6

Fred Thorstenson, Jr
President

Don Burford

1st VP

Bob Weiss

Secretary

Ken Kareen

Treasurer

Dan Kassner

Chaplain

Wally Deboff

Historian

Gordon Taylor

Sgt-at-Arms

Doug Whelan

Inner Guard

Bob Cartmill

3 Yr Trustee

Stan Beadle

2 Yr Trustee

Fred Thorstenson, Sr
1 Yr Trustee

Juneau WI #6

Lorinda Kassner

President

Peggy Garrison

1st VP

Pat Berryhill

2nd VP

Carol Whelan

Secretary, Cor.

Irene Cashen

Secretary, Rec.

Wilma Kirkpatrick
Treasurer

Florence Mynarski
Chaplain

Mary Ann Welp

Historian

Jean Hunt

Sgt-at-Arms

Peggy Cartmill

3 Yr Trustee

Brita Shaw

2 Yr Trustee

Johanne Ask

1 Yr Trustee

Valdez MI #7

Jim Gifford

President

Chuck Gard

1 st VP

Tom Gilson

Secretary

Tom Gilson

Treasurer

Dana Wood

Chaplain

Mike Meller

Historian

Greg Tang

3 Yr Trustee

Lynn Chrystal

2 Yr Trustee

Chuck LePage

1 Yr Trustee

Valdez WI #2

Delores Gard

President

Dian Rhoden

1st VP

Donna Gifford

Secretary

Lois Gilson

Treasurer

Aurora Meller

Chaplain

Gloria Day

Historian

Karen Feero

3 Yr Trustee

Mary Ann Alley

2 Yr Trustee

Chrystal Janese

1 Yr Trustee

Seward MI #9

Virgil Campbell

President

David Dieckgraeff
1st VP

Lee Poleske

Secretary

Sam Daniel

Treasurer

Richard Tero

Chaplain

Willard Dunham
Historian

Sam Daniel

3 Yr Trustee

Virgil Campbell

2 Yr Trustee

Fred Moore

1 Yr Trustee

Seward WI #9

Dawn Campbell

President

Mary Daniel

1st VP

Dona Walker

Secretary, Rec

Mary Lechner

Secretary, Cor.

Lorraine McCauley
Treasurer

Nancy Sadusky

Chaplain

Shirley Dieckgraeff
Historian

Dorene Lindsey

Sgt-at-Arms

Lory Leary

Inner Guard

Nancy Sadusky

3 Yr Trustee

Barbara Shea

2 Yr Trustee

Anchorage MI #15

Tilford Cobb

President

Norman Elliott

1st VP

Gerald Delkettie
2nd VP

Mike Szymanski

Secretary, Rec.

Ed Barber

Secretary, Cor.

Phil VanDaff

Treasurer

Don Smith

Chaplain

Sam Richards

Historian

Hank Langman

Sgt-at-Arms

Tim Jackson

Inner Guard

Lee Pederson

3 Yr Trustee

John Conover

2 Yr Trustee

David Barnett

1 Yr Trustee

Anchorage WI #4


Christine Gill

President

Jean Lee

1st VP

Diana Pederson

2st VP


Sophia Hale

Secretary, Rec.

Betty George

Secretary, Cor.

Pat Barber

Treasurer

Mildred Richards
Chaplain

Carol Storrs

Historian

Regina Charlton 
Sgt-at-Arms

Jean Kowalski

Marshal

Mona Smith

Inner  Guard

Norma Langman
3 Yr Trustee

Pat Klouda

2 Yr Trustee

Shawneen Conover
1 Yr Trustee

Ketchikan MI #16 & WI #7

Officer’s names not furnished

Kodiak MI #18

Walt Loewen

President

Howard Pederson
1st VP

Dr. Bob Johnson
Secretary

George Cusick

Treasurer

Bill Bulen

Chaplain

Joe O’Donnoghue
Historian

Richard Ross

Sgt-at-Arms

Fred Lentz

3 Yr Trustee

Tom Sweeney

2 Yr Trustee

Kodiak WI #17

Anne Kalcic

President

Lorna Arndt

1st VP

Norma Holt

Secretary, Rec.

Doris Bacus/Lois Stover  Secretary, Cor.

Edith Wiley

Treasurer

Linda Bulen

Chaplain

Lita Ecklund

Historian

Wanda Bryant

Sgt-at-Arms

Janell Rehmer

3 Yr Trustee

Martha Randolph
1 Yr Trustee

Judy O’Donnoghue
1 Yr Trustee

Cordova MI #19


Henry Max Wiese
President

Robert Beedle

1st VP

Victor Jones

2nd VP

James Casement
Secretary

Greg Loforte

Treasurer

Butch West

Chaplain

Jeff Craig

Historian

Troy Tirrell

Sgt-at-Arms

Joe Cook 

3 Yr Trustee

John Hopkins

2 Yr Trustee

John Wiese

1 Yr Trustee

Cordova WI #5

Gerri Koechling

President

Chris Dunlap

1st VP

Rita Gunderson

2nd VP

Jeanne Joslin

Secretary

Cece Wiese

Treasurer

Judy Fulton

Chaplain

Frances Samuelson
Historian

Karrin Marchant

Sgt-at-Arms

Wanda Moore

3 Yr Trustee

Cece Wiese

2 Yr Trustee

Belen Cook

1 Yr Trustee

Wrangell MI #21

Terry Buness

President

Mike Hay

1st VP

Evan None

2nd VP

Ken Davidson

Sec/Treas

Keene Kohut

Chaplain

Dick Angerman

Historian

Leonard Angerman
3 Yr Trustee

Fred Angerman

2 Yr Trustee

Rob Rooney

1 Yr Trustee

Wrangell WI #15

Sharry Rooney

President

Linnea Brooks

1st VP

SueAnn Guggenbickle 
2nd VP

Roberta Floyd

Secretary

Kathleen Angerman
Treasurer

Betsy McConaclue
Chaplain

Gayle Gross

Historian

Marty Kaer

Sgt-at-Arms

Marlene Clark

3 Yr Trustee

Olga Norris

2 Yr Trustee

Lorraine Kagee

1 Yr Trustee

Sitka MI #22

Jay Stelzenmuller
President

Jamie Elstad

1s VP

Jay Stelzenmuller
Secretary, Cor.

John Stein

Treasurer

Mike Perensovich
Chaplain

Tarleton Smith

Historian

Myron Wheeler

Sgt-at-Arms

Russ Betterton

3 Yr Trustee

Sitka WI #12

Bernice Stedman
President

Shirley Perkins

Secretary, Rec.

Lois Perensovich
Secretary, Cor.

Leigh Kainulainen
Treasurer

Marilyn Licari

Chaplain

Doris Smith

Historian

Peggy Parker

Sgt-at-Arms

Betty Caldwell

3 Yr Trustee

Myrtle Helem

2 Yr Trustee

Shirley Winters

1 Yr Trustee

Petersburg MI #26

Wendell Gilbert

President

Bruce Westre

1st VP

Doug Welde

Secretary

Robert Larson

Treasurer

Ed Sarff


Chaplain

Larry Martin

Historian

Charles Harris

Sgt-at-Arms

Alan Dwyer

3 Yr Trustee

Gerald Lind

2 Yr Trustee

Petersburg WI #10

Catherine Harris

President

Margaret Newlun

1st VP

Sally Dwyer

Secretary

Beth Richards

Treasurer

Naomi Welde

Chaplain

Carol Enge

Historian

Rhoda Gilbert

Sgt-at-Arms

Wendy Westre

3 Yr Trustee

Palmer MI #31

Donald Benson

President

Bruce Bush

1st VP

James Tozer

2nd VP

Michael Carson

Secretary

Kenneth Pysz

Treasurer

Ralph Buzard

Chaplain

Donald Dinkel

Historian

Darwin Fischer

Sgt-at-Arms

Carol Christiansen
3 Yr Trustee

Greg LaWalter

2 Yr Trustee

William R. Church
1 Yr Trustee

Palmer WI #11

Arlene Fox

President

Jackie Cabo

1st VP

Beverly Stengrim
2nd VP

Claudia Buzard

Secretary

Norma Christiansen
Treasurer

Nellie Zaborac

Chaplain

Joann Utt

Historian

Sharon Benson

Sgt-at-Arms

Mary Ann Anderson
3 Yr Trustee

Bonnie Tozer

2 Yr Trustee

Lois Rolf

1 Yr Trustee

Homer MI #32

Don Burt

President

Al Clayton, Jr

1st VP

Chuck Moyer

Secretary

Bob Ditton

Treasurer

Bill Corey

Chaplain

Jon Osgood

Historian

Roy Cabana

Sgt-at-Arms

Lawrence Rogers
Inner Guard

Al Clayton, Jr.

3 Yr Trustee

Don Burt

2 Yr Trustee

Charlie Smith

1 Yr Trustee

Homer WI #14

Marie Walker

President

Nelda Osgood

1st VP

Doris Cabana

2nd VP

Lorraine Haas

Secretary

Joan Edens

Treasurer

Gloria Corey

Chaplain

Tepa Rogers

Historian

Edna Fisk

Sgt-at-Arms

Vision Money

Inner Guard

Amber Klopp

3 Yr Trustee

Laura Barton

2 Yr Trustee

Janie Myers

1 Yr Trustee

Kenai MI #33

Dave Carey

President

Bob Carew

1st VP

Doug Nightingale
Secretary

Ray Nickelson

Treasurer

Scott Bryner

Historian

John Osborne

3 Yr Trustee

Jim Herrick

2 Yr Trustee

Jim Carew

1 Yr Trustee

Kenai WI #16

Jan See


President

Marilyn Wheeless
1st VP

Audrey Johnson

Secretary

Patty Herrick

Treasurer

Joan Schrader

Chaplain

Karen Morris

Historian

Virginia Walters

Sgt-at-Arms

Virginia Walters

3 Yr Trustee

Karen Morris

2 Yr Trustee

Dorothy Lentz

1 Yr Trustee

Haines MI #34

Jim Shook

President

Terry Pardee

1st VP

Tom Jackson

Secretary/Treas

Richard Woods

Chaplain

Ike Lorenz

Historian

Donald Poling

Sgt-at-Arms

John Schnabel

3 Yr Trustee

James Axel Wilson
2 Yr Trustee

Haines WI #18

Annette Smith

President

Barbara Woods

1st VP

Joan Snyder

Secretary

Dorothy Poling

Treasurer

Myrna Kornelis

Chaplain

Doris Ward

Historian

Arlene Jackson

Sgt-at-Arms

June Haas

3 Yr Trustee

C.J. Jones

2 Yr Trustee

Julie Shook

1 Yr Trustee

Delta MI #35

Troxell Hebert

President

Douglas Fett

1st VP

William Diviney

2nd VP

Richard Souhrada
Secretary

Joseph Nistler

Treasurer

Phillip Fales

Chaplain

Don Ilgenfritz

Historian

Archie Michell

Sgt-at-Arms

George Pursey

Inner Guard

Michael Murphy
3 Yr Trustee

Leigh Dennison

2 Yr Trustee

Eugene Gilbert

1 Yr Trustee

Delta WI #19

Fran O’Leary

President

No other names furnished

Names of officers for 2009 were provided by Grand Secretary Vision Money  

It’s time to be thinking about the 93rd Grand Igloo Convention to be held in Fairbanks on September 16 – 19.  The theme is “Riverboats and Golden Dreams” Celebrating the 100 Anniversary of Mens Igloo No. 4.  It’s sure to be a great event so get your registration forms in early!  The Co-Chairs for the convention are Pat and Barbara Doogan, and with their committees, are working hard to make this a memorable event.   See you there!!

Past Grand President Russ Braun and his wife, Marty, have relocated to Olympia, WA.  Their new address is 1650 Circle Ln S.E. #109; Lacey,

WA 98503.  Their phone number will be 360-438-5616 and their e-mail address will stay the same.

Pioneers of Alaska Website

   Dorene Lorenz would like to let everyone know that we have had lots of activity on the new website.  In the last 30 days the site has been visited from 21 different cities. Thirty-eight percent of the hits were from Anchorage; eleven percent from Fairbanks; and almost seven percent from Juneau.  The rest came from all over Alaska and the rest of the United States.  The site was also visited by five different countries.

   Thirty percent of the people visiting are looking at the Fairbanks convention information.  Twenty percent are downloading back issues of the Pathfinder.  Ten percent are looking to see who is on what committee.  Sixty-seven percent of those visiting never make it past the first screen.   We average 77 visits a month.

   Now for the really interesting part.  Those who are using search engines to find our website are putting in these key phrases to find us:  pioneers of alaska, norma langman, alaska pioneers, pioneers of alaska nome, snider park wasilla, pioneers of Alaska igloo 15.  

   I didn’t realize Norma was so famous.  Seven percent of the referrals came from people looking for her!
