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2025 GRAND IGLOO CONVENTION        VALDEZ   SEPTEMBER 25th -27th 

  

SEPTEMBER 25, 2025 THURSDAY MORNING    Called to order 9:13       

GP Steve asked for the roll call of Grand Officers.                                                                                   ROLL CALL  24                                         

GP Steve asked PGP Fred to read CA 25-01   

PGP FRED read the proposed amendment.                  CONSTITUTION & BYLAWS COMMITTEE REPORT 25-26                   

                                                                                                                                            CA 25-01  27-29  

                                                                                                 

“And if there are any questions, I would prefer for a delegate at large handle those questions. This is the first 

reading.”  

Someone: “I have a question regarding where it says it's a committed relationship. What does that mean?” 

Diane Pederson-Anchorage:”Mr. President, I’m going to transfer my authority to our Constitution and Bylaws 

committee chairperson, who is Pat Barber, who will answer any questions.” 

PGP Fred: So, if there are any questions related to the amendment, we will have Pat Barber come up  

PGP Fred: The question is, what is the definition of an exclusively committed relationship? Is that correct? 

GP Steve: David Church and Wes Perkins will bring mikes to each speaker. 

Pat Barber-Anchorage:” I think in the portion that is proposed, we added it to the first paragraph that Fred 

read and now exists in the Constitution. And this is going to be an additional paragraph.  It says an unmarried 

person in an exclusively committed relationship with a member of a good standing.  We had this happen in our 

lodge a couple of times where there were a couple of older people that were widowed and they wanted to or 

they were good friends. But they wanted to get married, but it would have changed their financial situation to 

the point that they could not do that.  So, they were just significant others. They were just a couple that lived 

together, but were not married.  Now, have I answered that or do you want me to help with something more?  

Is that an answer or a part of something of that?” 

Gordon Severson-Anchorage/McCarthy: “I have a comment about that. In my job as a bailiff in the Alaska 

Court System, jurors asked what the legal definition of reasonable.  And the answer is there is no legal 

definition. That's whatever you think is reasonable. It's reasonable.  And that I would say would well apply to 

this. So, some people are in a committed relationship. At the age of most Pioneers, they know what it means, 

and we all know what it means, and that would be adequate.” 

PGP Fred: “I think probably he should be with a membership committee that reviews applications and would 

be well able to probably determine what it means. And that would be determined what that relationship might 

be.” 

Pat Barber: “There is a lady in the back that has a question. “ 

Person: “Yes, it goes further than that.  Okay, that’s that one situation.  Now, the other situation where they're 

not married, you have a guy in a woman and they're just literally with each other.  So, we're going to set a 

different morality standard here and say, well, we accept you because you're committed in a relationship.  

What do we do then?  Who makes the judgement?” 

PGP Fred: “I think it's going to be pretty hard to define a committed relationship myself. I think that a 

committed relationship could probably occur within a couple weeks. It could be a couple months.  It could be a 

long-term situation. I think maybe the mechanics of how this works might have to be tweaked a little bit so 

that we can work with it if his is what it's fighting.” 
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Person: “Okay, thank you.” 

GP Steve: “You know, your membership committee in your local Igloo the members have to have sponsors to 

come in.  And that will be up to your membership committee then to read that application, make that 

determination about the relationship on a global level, and they can do it better at a local level than we can at 

this group here. And, you know, let them evaluate it.” 

Pat Barber:” I think why Anchorage brought this forward and it’s stated in the whereas is that we are all having 

trouble getting members. And some of these rules, applied years ago, before the women became an Igloo and 

had a 30-year residency of their own, where we could join our husbands or girls could join on the fathers. 

Well, this is broadening that a boy can join on his mother who is now in a Igloo or whatever.  But it's just a 

starting point at least for us to think about ways that we could broaden our requirements that maybe could 

include a few more people, for whatever that’s worth. So, we’ve tossed it out for your consideration with that 

in mind.” 

PGP Fred: “Okay, sure. And there are, you know, significant features of this amendment that would be to allow 

members of an exclusively committed relationship to join on their relationship with a fully qualified member of 

Pioneers. It also allows children, age 17 and up, to be members, which is not currently provided for. 

And, you'll see, one other important thing on the tip of my tongue and now it slipped away. Anyway, we will be 

discussing this again on Saturday. So, consider what your questions might be, whether concerns are regarding 

the amendment.” 

Wynola Possenti-Fairbanks:” I realize that the purpose is to get more members. I think it sounds incredibly 

complicated and maybe it really isn't, but it kind of sounds bad.  “And the thing that I think is important to do is 

to remember is that all organizations are seeming to have trouble getting members. I think that's a bigger issue 

that's out there. So, why dilute what it means to belong to Pioneers just to get more bodies, because other 

organizations are having the same problems. I think it's just something that's more of a societal problem right 

now. So, I just sort of have to think about.” 

PGP Fred: “Okay, I remember the other thing that was a point of concern that's been expressed to me as the 

committee reviewed this.”  That was the fact that this proposal extended all the privileges of the Pioneers of 

Alaska to these new spousal people but we still require preliminaries to have 20 years of membership before 

they had those privileges, which was a concern of some people.” From personal experience, I think we should 

close this and let people deliberate and decide how they wish to vote, whether the support or not support this 

amendment.” 

Cheryl Seese-Seward: “So, as I understand in this resolution, we’re not changing the length of time for a 

member to apply to Pioneers, this is only for significant others?” 

PGP Fred: “Correct.” 

Cheryl Seese: “And how long does that significant other have to be in a relationship?” 

PGP Fred: “You have to be a resident for 5 years; there’s no definition of an exclusively committed 

relationship.” 

Cheryl Seese: “You can be talking about three or four? 

PGP Fred: “Sure. That's why I asked the members who submitted the proposal to explain this, because I don't 

have a relation. Per se, it's a pretty nebulous concept. It's just a person who has feelings for somebody.  They 

wish to live together and be partners.” It's kind of a difficult situation to explain. I think the Grand President 
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made that pretty clear when he said that the local membership committees are probably better at determining 

this and trying to legislate it from the Grand Igloo level. And if I can kind of close off this discussion today.” 

Person: He stated If it's going to be delegated to the possibility of local Igloo, well, you may have to keep it in 

the family theme. 

Pat Barber:  Pat commented that the bulk of contention is regarding significant others.  “A couple of these 

things we are trying to reinstall what used to be in the constitution. Girls could join under their dads. Now, we 

were auxiliary so that they could join under an Igloo. So only girls could do this, not sons.  I had friends, sir, that 

years and years and years ago, joined on their fathers. I joined on my husband the minute he hit 30 years, his 

folks paid his dues and his initiation fee, and he joined.  And I had already lived here more than the 

requirement of five years. So, they gave me my dues and initiation fee for my birthday. And we were able to 

join 55 years ago. And those were active rules long before we became members 55 years ago. So those two, 

we're just trying to re-instate if it'll broaden our membership.”  “And that's why that was added.  But that 

sounds like that's what the problem here is with everybody.  So, for whatever that's worth, the others used to 

exist.” 

GT Debbie: “Fred, can I make a comment?” 

PGP Fred: “Debbie, go ahead.” 

GT Debbie: “The lady up in the top row, said something mentioned morally.  One of the Igloos that I'm in, one 

of the things, one of our members was adamant, that her voice be heard because she felt that we were a 

better class of people and that it was morally wrong. I don't have a problem with significant others. And doing 

research on our people, members have done a whole lot worse than live together.”  

PGP Fred: “Okay, thank you. And we'll be closing the discussion here. I would like to just throw one more thing 

out that I was about to say before we have some additional questions. From personal experience in Igloo 6, we 

have had several members of the men’s Igloo become married to women who were not residents of Alaska.” 

He stated that they can’t become members of the Igloo and this created significant problems them.   “And this 

caused some of our members to actually leave the Igloo because they couldn’t attend with their wives. My 

contention is that the spousal definition as it exists today is wrong and that if you become married to someone 

that that person automatically should partner and should automatically become a member.  So, if it were to 

me, I would either amend this proposed amendment or submit a future amendment that would modify these 

spousal designations so that the situation wouldn’t occur.  I'll just leave you with that thought. We will be 

bringing it up again Saturday and we’ll have a vote. I did want to mention that the Constitution and Bylaws 

committee did review this proposed amendment and found that it was consistent with the Constitution and 

Bylaws of the Grand Igloo.” 

“The second thing, I received is a resolution from the Trustees yesterday.   I haven’t had a         Resolution   30 

chance to discuss this with the other member of the committee who is here, Wanda.  I wasn’t expecting to be 

first out of the bag this morning as it wasn’t on the schedule.  I’d like to discuss the proposed amendment, the 

proposed resolution.  The Grand Igloo Trustees presented a resolution regarding the disposition of the dies 

used for minting the Grand Igloo convention medallions.    The resolution proposes that the medallion die be 

permanently defaced to prevent them from producing more medallions as that would devalue the existing 

medallions value because they are rarer item now and would decrease in value if there were more to be 

minted.  So, what they were proposing is that the dies be permanently defaced and the defaced die be offered 

to be returned to the Igloo that sponsors that particular die for them to maintain care of it or if the Igloo did 
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not want to maintain the die, it could be disposed of in a manner to be determined by the trustees.  And that 

the trustees provide the membership a report of the disposition of each one of the dies, whether it was a 

defaced and destroyed or defaced and returned to the Igloo or whatever disposition may occur.  A resolution 

normally, only one of the needs to be read once, voted on, but I think that you can maybe have a chance to 

think about this for a little bit. And so, we'll all bring this back up on Saturday.  And this would be the first 

reading for the proposed resolution as well.  And that would give me a chance to confer with my committee to 

make what I just said is proper.  If not I’m sure I will be told. 

 

So, while I still have the floor I’m here, I’m looking down at Norma. And Norma is an amazingly lady. Aren’t you 

102 years old now? “(applause!) Maybe we’ll see you out on the dance floor. (applause!) 

Okay, that will cover the report and a little extra.” 

 

GP Steve: “Thank you, Fred. Okay, the next order of business. Let me read this here. This is from our 

parliamentarian for this business sessions here and it's on Roberts Rules of Orders, which we're going to try to 

follow, as much as we can as I herd cats in order to get it going.”   He mentioned that the chair or the president 

is in charge of the proceedings and will call on a speaker to obtain the floor in order to speak. He asked that we 

stand and be recognized, identify yourself and your Igloo and state your purpose. Wait for a second to speak to 

your proposed motion. A second isn’t needed to obtain the floor.  ”The person making the motion is privileged 

to speak to the motion before others. During debate, no person is entitled to the floor to speak a second time 

on the same motion as long as there are other members who have not yet spoken on the motion. If at any 

time the member thinks the rules of order have been violated or a discussion is not relevant to the motion, a 

member can make a point of order which is privileged and does not require a second. So, having said that, 

when you want to make the motion, please stand, be recognized and we‘ll go from there.  We’re trying to cut 

down the hollering round-out of room.  Let’s try to adhere to that as much as we can.  And when we're doing 

that, a lot of these reports, we're going to hold the motion to approve the reports to the end and consolidate 

them all into one motion.  And if there's a discrepancy or something on one of the reports, we'll have to bring 

it out at that time and we can bring it up and vote on it separately. But I don't think of what we're going to 

need to do with that. Aright, so next up is the minutes of the 2024 convention.  So, at this time, they’ve been 

sent-out and hopefully you have a chance to look at them. So, are there any changes or corrections to be made 

for the 2024 convention minutes?” Gene Hanson moved to accept the minutes.” 

PGP Fred: I have a correction to the 2024 minutes.  The first two pages of the Juneau Pioneers Igloos 6 report 

may be missing. 

GP Steve:” Alright, are they available?” “Dawn, do you have those pages of that report?” 

GS Dawn: “I’m sure I have them but for some reason, I didn't catch that one. 

PGP Fred: “Maybe we can come up with those reports pages and turn into the secretary.” 

GP Steve: “Okay, thank you. Any other changes or corrections or additions to the minutes? “Okay, now I'm 

going to ask for a motion to accept the corrected minutes for the 2024 minutes.  Gene Hanson moved to 

accept the minutes as corrected; Lew Tobin seconded the motion; motion carried unanimously.   
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GP Steve: “Okay, we're going to go into the reports now. And we're going to hold off on the motions to 

approve until the reports are done. So, we’re going to start with the President's report.    Is Libby in the room? 

Joanie?                                                                                                                                                       GP Report   31-33      

 

While they are getting ready, Dawn can you give us your report?                                                   GS Report 34-35     

GP Steve: “Grand Recorder Libby, can you give us your report?”                                                    GR Report 36-39 

       Joanie.” 

G Trustee Joan: “I have a question for the Grand Recorder. Libby, how many years has it been,  

when was the last year Sitka turned in an annual report to the Grand Igloo?  Do you know?” 

GR Libby: “Yes, 2021 

G Trustee Joan: “2021 was the last time?   

GR Libby: “Yes”. 

G Trustee Joan: “And they haven’t since?” 

GR Libby: “Yes.” 

GP Steve: “Grand Treasurer Debbie, can you give your report please?”                                    GT Report   40-46  

Can I ask someone for a motion to accept the reports?  PGP James Rhodes, Ketchikan so moved; Bill Chace, 

Fairbanks Igloo 4 seconded motion; motion passed unanimously. He asked for any announcements. 

PGP Wes Perkins: He talked about the Pathfinder and mentioned Gordon Severson in an article in it and who 

tuned 95 years old. 

We were reminded of raffle tickets and silent auction.  Gene Hanson told a story about raffle for a steer. GP 

Steve shared his part of the steer story. Grand Trustee Grand Trustee Jim Plaquet talked about this year’s 

medallion and there are still plenty for sale.  

GP Steve: “Let’s take about a 15-minute break and then we will wrap up this morning’s session. 

 

GP Steve: (10:45am) Called the session back to order. “Well start out with the Grand Historian’s Report.” 

G Historian Ruth: “Yesterday sitting in the hall, one of our Pioneers from Ketchikan did some research on the 

Craig Igloo and I have a nice report and am going to put it with my report to go for the minutes of this 

convention so you will have access to this information.  Thank you very much.”               G HISTORIAN    47-48   

                                                                                                                                      CRAIG IGLOO 30 HISTORY   49-55 

PGP Steve: “Past Grand President Jim Casement, Grand Igloo Foundation Report.” 

PGP Jim Casement:                                                                                                               GI Foundation Report   56 

“With our good investment strategy, we will, with the good investment strategy that we have adopted, this will  

develop into a premier historical preservation. “  “Thank you.”  

GP Steve: “Thank you, Jim.  So, we’re going to move into the Igloo reports and when I first looked at this, 

None.  Actually, put my glasses on and it was Nome.  Since Nome is Igloo #1, it’s a fitting place to start.  Next 

will be Fairbanks, Juneau, Cordova, and Seward.” 

Nome: MI President/ WI Secretary: 1st VP Lew:                                                                          Nome Report   57 

“Good morning or is it morning or evening? Good morning to you all.”  Lew said they had planned to have a 

crab feast when GP Steve arrived for installation but the crabs didn’t make it. 

GP Steve: “Fairbanks is up next.” 
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Tim Beck: “Good morning, everybody.” He apologized for the beeping from his glucose monitor that everyone 

thought was a cell phone going off.                                                                                Fairbanks MI 4 Report    58  

Fairbanks WI 8 President: Erika Miller:                                                                       Fairbanks WI 8 Report   59-60 

PGP George Lounsbury: I’m George Lounsbury and president of the Pioneers Museum and I’ll make it short.  

We had a great year.”                                                                                       Fairbanks Pioneer Museum Report  61 

GP Steve: “Thank you, George.  Is Juneau ready?” 

Juneau Presidents: G Trustee Brad Austin & Karen Bonnett Petersen:                               Juneau Report   62-63 

“I’m Brad Austin president of men’s Igloo and with me is Karen Bonnett Petersen president of WI.  And before 

we get started on our report, I wanted to thank the Valdez Igloos for hosting the convention this year.  It’s 

given me a chance to see another beautiful community that I hadn’t visited before. Thank you.”   

GP Steve: “Now we’ve heard a few reports and now can we have a motion to accept the Igloo reports?”   

PGP Don Burt moved to accept the reports; Gene Hanson seconded the motion; motion passed 

unanimously. 

“Ok, now we are going to break for lunch.  We didn’t quite get through everything so well have to come back 

after lunch, not very long.  We just have a few more reports to get through and that’s going to wrap up today’s 

agenda and we’ll get out of here in the afternoon.” He told us Mike Day from SERVS will be the guest speaker 

at lunch.  Thursday Morning session adjourned at 11:30am 

Thursday afternoon session called to order at 1:23pm. 

GP Steve: We’re going to get on here with a couple of Igloo reports. Is Cordova ready for theirs?” 

Cordova: MI President: Max Wiese: Max talked about the Cordova Igloos having a hard time obtaining   

insurance like what Nome Igloos are going through for their building.                             Cordova Report   64-65 

GP Steve: “Thank you, Max. Seward, are you ready for your report?” 

Seward Presidents: Randy Kockritz and Cheryl Seese:                                                         Seward Report   66-67  

GP Steve: “Thank you, Randy and Cheryl. Could I get a motion to approve these Igloo reports?” 

Virgil Campbell moved to accept the reports; Susie Martin seconded the motion; motion passed 

unanimously. “And that’s going to conclude the reports for today. Things are moving along really really well, 

thank you for that.  We’re going to do a little new business here.  Jim, you want to come up here and talk about 

your idea for a committee and the 50th (anniversary of the pipeline)?  Mike Day was talking here at lunch and 

the pipeline and how it’s coming up on 50 years of the pipeline and oil flowing and Jim has an idea that the 

Pioneers can get involved on the 50th celebration of the oil flowing.” 

Jim Plaquet: “So, anyway yesterday at the officer’s meeting we talked about doing something with the Grand 

Igloo for the 50th anniversary of the Trans Alaska Pipeline in August 2027.  We could have a committee and I 

would chair it and get input from every Igloo on the committee.  So, if your Igloo is interested in doing 

something to celebrate the biggest thing that ever happened to Alaska, get a hold of me and we will start 

talking.  We have a whole year until the next convention to decide what we want to do.  There’s already a 

couple of ideas I’ve already heard about.  One of them is “Pipeline Trivia” brought to you by the Pioneers of 

Alaska.  How many workers worked on the Trans Alaska Pipeline? The answer if 70,000.” This could be our 

radio ads. “It is going to be a big anniversary for Alaska and the Pioneers of Alaska should be involved with 

that.  So, just let me know.  I’d like to have one person from each Igloo on the committee.  When you bring it to 

the convention next year, we can decide how to celebrate.” 
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GP Steve: “Thanks you, Jim.  I’m sure the 50th is going to be a big deal in town here too. Well, we’re kind of 

ahead of schedule. So, does anyone have any announcements?” 

Ruby Church talked about losing her cane.  Joan mentioned the membership committee meeting when the 

session closes today. Dawn and Libby will be meeting with secretaries, presidents and other officers after 

session closes in the break room. Libby said there will be a credentials committee tomorrow at 8:00am in the 

hallway.   Thursday afternoon session closed at 1:49pm. 

 

Friday morning session called to order at 9:05am. 

GP Steve: He told everyone that Virgil wanted to remind us to silence our cell phones. “I want to go through a 

couple of thank yous.  The booklet that you all have been reading turned out very well it was kind of a family 

affair. Tom and Lois Gilson and their daughter Keriann put the booklet together for us and I think it turned out 

really really well.  There’s one other thank you on the booklet that we didn’t see it through, well sort of. Back in 

1975, Harry Crews wrote an article in Playboy Magazine, “Going Down in Valdez”.  When it came out, it was a 

big deal in Valdez of course. “He thought it would be neat to put a copy of the article in the convention 

booklet.  Virgil Campbell found a copy of the magazine with that article and sent it to Valdez Igloos. They 

thought it would be a little bit too racy for the booklet.  He thanked Virgil for tracking it down. “So, we’re going 

back into some reports and first on my list, Fred with the Nominations Committee Report. We will not need a 

second at this time for the Nominations Committee Report                     

PGP Fred:                                                                                                                Nominations Committee Report   68 

He asked for any nominations from the floor four times. No nominations from the floor.  “Ok, Grand President, 

this slate of nominations will be read again on Saturday and voted upon.” 

GP Steve: “Thank you, Fred.  We’re going into Igloo reports with Anchorage, Ketchikan and Kodiak as the first 

three.  Again, let’s hold off on the motions to accept till we get through the reports and then we will have a 

motion at the end.  Is Anchorage ready? On these reports, it can be 15-20 pages I don’t care.  Let’s keep our 

oral report down to five minutes.” 

Anchorage: David Barnett- MI 15 Historian and Diane Pederson WI President:       Anchorage Report   69-70  

GP Steve: “Next up will be Ketchikan, then Kodiak.  Is there someone going to read Wrangell’s? 

GS Dawn: “Yes. I have theirs.  They were the first one to send in their president’s Igloo report.” 

GP Steve: “And you will be reading it?” 

GS Dawn: “Yes, I have it on my computer.” 

  

Ketchikan PGP Jim Rhodes for President Rich Andrew:                                                  Ketchikan MI Report   71  

Ketchikan WI Hilary Koch:                                                                        Ketchikan WI Report   72 

                                                                                                                  Ketchikan Pioneer Way Assn Report   73-74 

GP Steve: Talked about what well worthy project the Ketchikan Pioneer Hall restoration is. 

“Kodiak, are you ready for your report? Then we have Wrangell and is there a report for Sitka?” 

GS Dawn: “None turned in.”                       

GP Steve: “Petersburg?” 

GS Dawn: “I haven’t seen one from them.” 

GP Steve: “Dawn will do Wrangell’s and then Palmer.” 
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Kodiak Lloyd Shandley for MI President J. Alan Seale:                                                        Kodiak Report   75-77  

He introduced himself as current Historian and 1/3 president and mentioned that Al Seale is currently running 

for mayor and couldn’t make it to the convention.  “The last thing I’d like to talk about is Kodiak is highly 

interested in holding the convention in 2026. (big applause)  

GP Steve: “Dawn, did you write that down?” 

GS Dawn: “Oh, it’s in bold letters!” 

 Lloyd Shandley: “Like I told the club, everybody wants to do this, right. Then you gotta help.  So, looking for 

help on that. I guess we’ll have discussions on that tomorrow but looking forward to bringing everybody to 

Kodiak and having a wonderful convention.” 

GP Steve: “Thank you for that.” 

Wrangell WI 15- Gayle Gross, Secretary:  Dawn read their report.                          Wrangell WI 15 Report  78 

GP Steve: “Thank you Dawn.  I saw Palmer working their way up here then it will be Homer, followed by Delta 

Junction.” 

Palmer Presidents: Don Benson & Ruby Church                                                                         Palmer Report   79  

Ruby Church: Mentioned that the women and men do most of their things together but the men don’t know it.” 

Don Benson: “I’d also like to add the Fairbanks King and Queen sent us a very nice card and I thank them for 

that.” 

GP Steve: “Ok, Homer, are you ready? And after Homer will be Delta Junction followed by Valdez.” 

Homer Presidents: PGP Don Burt & Marie Walker:    PGP Don read the report.             Homer Report   80-81  

GP Steve: “Thank you, Don. We have three Igloo reports to do yet.  Do you want to take a break or go on? 

We’ll take 10 minutes.” 

10:00 break. 

10:15 Back in session 

It was mentioned that today is Doc Myers 77th birthday so everyone sang Happy Birthday. 

GP Steve: “Ok, we’re back to our Igloo reports. Delta Junction, Valdez, and McCarthy. 

Delta Junction: Nat Good MI 35 President                                                                 Delta Junction MI Report  82   

                             Flower Cole WI 19 President                                                       Delta Junction WI Report  83-84      

GP Steve talked about attending the Delta Stampede and what a good time it was.           

Valdez: Tom Gilson MI 7 President: He mentioned his wife, president of Valdez WI 2 is in the audience and her 

not wanting to come up to speak.  He turned in their Igloos request to combine Igloos.      Valdez Report  85 

McCarthy: Laurie Hege, Secretary:   Gordon Severson talked about being a joint       McCarthy Report  86-87 

with Anchorage and McCarthy and he is surprised more Pioneers don’t join McCarthy as a joint Igloo. Gordon 

was presented a poster by Ruth, Joan, and Laurie thanking him for all his services as a bailiff, being in charge of 

the state’s Civil Defense and his work helping Alaska get up and running when it became a state.  

GP Steve: He talked about being at McCarthy for their installation and had a good time.  “Well, that concluded 

our Igloo reports. I would like to ask for a motion to accept the reports.” Motion to accept reports:  Motion 

was made by Wes Perkins-Nome; second by Tim Beck, FBKS; motion passed unanimously.     

GP Steve: “Kinda springing this here a little bit and I don’t know if he has much to say on it or not, but  

when I was up at Delta this year Troxell approached me with an idea.   And I think it’s really a good idea.  I 

don’t know how to do it because I just don’t do those things. His idea was to have everyone at this gathering, 
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the stampede, and everywhere we’re all taking pictures that you would like to share.  So, Troxell’s idea was to 

share them on the internet where you could download your pictures off your phone or whatever you have 

them on and they will be stored – where I don’t know.”  He talked about a group he is with that uses a drop 

box to share things. He is hoping someone would step up and see this through.   

PGP Virgil: “So, one of our members from Seward, he’s a member that you never see at a meeting but is 

always there when anyone else needs anything.  I’m not going to say his name because he asked me not to.  

He’s a disabled Vet and he spends his summers up in Delta Junction.  He’s built him a place up there and he’s 

going to be a member in Delta also.  But he asked me if I would, present something to someone there in Delta 

who has stepped up and helped the disabled veterans.  The last few years they held a moose hunt up there. 

You have to be 100% disabled combat veteran.” He asked Ruth Benson to come up to the stage and he 

presented her with a certificate.  Ruth talked about all the baked goods the Delta gals did.  Virgil read the 

certificate.                                                                                                                                  RUTH’S CERTIFICATE   88 

GP Steve: Has another certificate to present.  “This is for a couple of Pioneers and is really astronomical. 

Pat and Ed Barber.  They have been to every Pioneer convention since 1973.  Over half a century in Pioneers.  

Pat and Ed, would you please come up here.                                                                 BARBER’S CERTIFICATE   89 

PGP Ed: “I was initiated in 1970.  My grandmother had been a member of the Valdez auxiliary and when they 

moved to Anchorage in 1917, she joined as an associate member, as so to speak, the Anchorage auxiliary.  But 

she always didn’t want to give up her membership from Valdez.  That really meant a lot with her.  Of course, 

when she joined, she joined under her husband, my grandfather.   At that time had gone up the Chilkoot Trail, 

as she had done, so she joined him under him later she transferred her membership to Anchorage. She was a 

president in Anchorage in 1940 and then my mother was a president there and Pat was a president so we had 

three generations of presidents in the Auxiliary.  And then what was kind of special to me was, we’re not like 

some families we don’t produce that fast. But anyway, I was able to initiate my son about a year or so ago and I 

had a pin that my grandmother’s second husband had and he gave it to my dad and dad gave it to me. So, I 

gave it to my son Nels when I initiated a couple years ago or so. So, that was kind of special. We’ve been 

involved in the Pioneers for a long and it made a really great deal to my grandmother, as Pat mentioned, that 

she made sure I joined as soon as I could, the Igloo, the men’s Igloo.  Pat joined on my membership at that 

time.  You had to have five years residency in the state of Alaska and she joined on me and has been very 

active.”  He talked about the Bob and Betty Hoffman of Fairbanks going through a similar situation, as well as 

Ed and Vi Johnson.  “The important thing, I felt at least at that time, you have an active member and then the 

spouse could then become a member.  Then you had two very active people that would remain in the 

organization for a long period of time.  Whereas if you didn’t allow that, quite often at least in our instance, it 

would be the male and he would kind of loose interest because his wife couldn’t participate.  So, in anyway, 

rules have changed since that time.  When we first joined, your spouse could join on you or your daughter 

could join on her dad or grandfather’s.  So, we have been very active.  I am involved in the building in 

Anchorage and that’s a real challenge. It’s an older building and I guess it’s not that old.  It was built with 

earthquake money in ’65 and ’67.  When you have a restaurant on the first floor, which actually under rights 

the building. You’ve got lots of problems.  You’ve got water and just age.  Well, this is a surprise to us, and we 

certainly appreciate it. Anyway, thanks again.” 

Pat Barber: “I would like to say something since we’re in Valdez.  Ed’s mother was born in Valdez.  The family, 

grandparents to us, started in Juneau then Valdez and of course Anchorage didn’t exist yet.  But I’ve always 
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been upset because Ed’s dad should have been born in Valdez but I guess his dad was worried about some 

issues so she went outside to have him, and it should have been Valdez.” 

 

GP Steve: Stated someone was going to speak on the Nation Builder’s website.  Brad stated they would do it 

right after lunch.  He asked for announcements or good of the order.   

Wes Perkins talked about the size of his smoke house and his recipe for his smoked fish and about the last four 

years Nome has had a disastrous fish run. He talked about fishing in Kenai and how much fun it was.  Gene 

Hanson told a joke about a lady wanting surgery and was financially challenged. Then he talked about  

A vacant lot that once was home to a Standard Station with a car wash.  He said this was where the story 

occurred about the eagle that grabbed the Chihuahua.   

GP Steve: Gave a shout out to the City of Valdez and the Civic Center staff and reminded royalty to sign in for 

royalty march tonight. 

Erika Miller: She read a Yukon tribute to Robert Service about what kind a place is our Alaska. 

GP Steve: Reminded delegates to be here promptly at 1:00pm for roll call. Lunch will be in the Civic Center 

with guest speaker past Governor Bill Walker. 

BROKE FOR LUNCH 11:22am. 

1:02pm FRIDAY AFTERNOON BUSINESS SESSION RECONVENED 

GP Steve: “We’ll do the roll call of delegates.”                                            

GR Libby:   Libby did the roll call of delegates.                                                                                                                          

GP Steve: Asked the folks from Juneau to do the Nation Builders presentation. 

Brad Austin and Dorene Lorenz:  It has been a tool for 20 years.  It is a tool to help Pioneers connect and 

communicate and have a feeling of belonging. This site would be easier for people to find out current info on 

how to join and the what current rules are. They talked about the annual report form and complications. Some 

Igloos don’t have printers or scanners.  This website could make these things easier. They compared logging 

into the website similar to logging into Amazon account and navigating it. They mentioned anyone that is 

struggling with the site has children or grandchildren to assist them. Juneau developed templates for Igloos to 

use.  They showed a video on all the steps used to access the site.  Can send out an email blast to keep 

members informed of events and you can see who opened it or not. You can see who to call or follow up if 

they didn’t get the information.  Members can update their own information and keep contact info current. 

Mailing list can be organized into categories.  This site offers something simpler and quicker to reach members. 

Juneau hosts movie night and Dorene mentioned Brad’s performance in the “Proposal”. 

Dorene Lorenz: In an answer to a previous question, the site allows photo sharing.  You can make comments 

and tag people in the photos, and download them. They are set up in folders and even chronologically. This 

site is specifically made for non-profits and has tools for fundraising.  There is an event managing tool and you 

can link sales to your bank account and treasurers can pull reports from this info. With this higher level there is 

better security.  There will be separate members only sections with dedicated protocols.  You can set who has 

access to these. There are areas only the Grand Igloo can access.  

Cheryl Seese- Seward: “So, are you proposing this takes over the existing website or supplements it?” 

Dorene: “We are proposing the GI purchase this.  It is $160 a month.  The GI can transition over time for this to 

be their website or they can keep their current website. With the GI being the umbrella for this site, each Igloo 

can use it for $9 a month.  Each Igloo can post social media events.” 
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Karen Bonnett Peterson: Uses this site for credit and debit card payments. Members can pay their dues and 

make donations on the site.  They use the site to keep track of their financials. She asked if videos can be 

closed captioned. 

Dorene:  Replied yes and the It’s a good tool for members to check on their due’s status.  

Question: maybe Susan Gibson: Are there any trans actual fees per payment? 

Dorene: It is up to each Igloo who they choose to use for payment processing.  It’s set up for us to get a better 

non-profit rate.  There is an ap on the site that allows those transactions to go for free and there is an option 

for the member to pay extra to cover that fee or an Igloo can factor that fee into the cost. 

G 1st VP Lew: “What’s the next step?” 

Dorene: Stated we would need a motion from the floor and have it pass.  Then the communications committee 

and Juneau Igloos would work with the GI to see if they want to use the site for themselves. Nation Builder will 

populate the file your Igloo gives them. You don’t have to be an expert.  The site can be of help for 

generational members.  

Joan: “If you have your application uploaded, or your biographical information, who has access to look at 

that?” “ 

Dorene: “It would be monitored within the Nation that we follow the same protocols that are given for media. 

And that is if you are a live person, your information is your business.  So that would go in the membership 

section and no one would have access to it except membership.” Each Igloo could determine which members 

this is.  This site may help people track down their deceased members of an Igloo. It would make it easier to 

access this rather than going to an individual Igloo to research, using the Igloo and Grand Igloo guidelines. 

Person: “I have a comment.  I’m a professional web developer.  I developed a website for the Fairbanks Igloos.”  

She said it wasn’t her field of dreams; the public came to it but never the members. As a result, they did away 

with the website. 

PGP Fred: Asked if there was a cost to each Igloo other than the $160 monthly cost to the Grand Igloo. 

Dorene:  Replied yes, $9 a month.  

Someone: Wanted to know the storage capacity of the $9 plan.  

Dorene: Replied, I think about a trilobite, or rather a Tetro bite. And up to 100,00 names 

Diane Pederson: “Do we have any idea how many people check the Grand Igloo site? 

Dorene: Replied no, but Dawn would have that info.  Dawn told her she doesn’t have that info the webmaster 

may have that. 

Diane: “I was just wondering if it was worth the investment or not based on the number of people that use the 

website. “ 

Dorene: Stated it does not matter how many people are using the website that says it is a good idea.  She said 

we need to meet the needs of our constituents’ others need to know we exist, where to find us, when the 

Igloos meet and when the activities are, and meet our mission of sharing our history. We can share our stories 

and photographs.  

Susan: Stated in order to accomplish those tasks, there has to be constant info being provided from members.  

Dorene:  If a member moves, they can go in and update their address. If there was a group photo, others can 

go and tag who is in the photo to help preserve history and then find which Igloo they were in and their story.   

Brad: Said it is a lot easier to post to Nation Builders than a regular website as you don’t go through an outside 

webmaster.   Juneau has past presidents, their calendar, etc. on their site. It’s a month-by-month contract. It 
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allows for a more robust security for the site.  Juneau would help any subordinate Igloos that wanted to use it 

to get started, and there are tutorials and templates.  

Person:   Stated that there seems to be several levels that each Igloo can choose.  

Dorene:  Said yes, there are several levels of privacy.  A person can fill out an application with the sponsor 

names, have it go to the membership committee.  Then the secretary goes in to see if the application is 

approved, clicks to say they are a member and then that member is allowed into the Igloo’s private area.   

Ken: Talked about not wanting his info available to others as he has been scammed before. 

Dorene: Said the Nation Builders was chosen for its security and your Igloo chooses what info gets seen and by 

whom.  

Cheryl Seese- Seward: Asked for clarification on the fees and set up costs. 

Dorene: Replied there isn’t a setup fee, just monthly costs $160 GI and each Igloo $9 

Someone:  Asked what would happen if the GI didn’t want to pay for the site anymore what happens with the 

info, then.   

Dorene: Each subordinate Igloo would have to decide what route to go.  Currently Juneau pays $40 a month 

but this does not give them all the options they would like to have like they would if the GI pays the $160 a 

month.   

Someone:  Asked if someone changes their address, who is going to update that? 

Brad: Brad said if Juneau sends out emails and someone’s doesn’t get delivered, they know to check into 

current info it will show who received the email and who opened it and will kick back a notice of this.  A 

member can unsubscribe from events, etc.  He said it is a very simple platform. 

Karen Bonnett Peterson: Mentioned we need younger members who know more of this technology 

Someone: Asked regarding personal security if each person has their own account within their Igloo and have 

several up to four alternatives of identification, like sending me a code. This would block bots from accessing 

account and scammers. 

PGP Fred: “Grand President, Fred Thorsteinson, MI #6, I’d like to make a motion that the Pioneers of Alaska, 

Grand Igloo fund the development of the Nation Builders platform-based website.” PGP Troxel MI #35 

seconded the motion;  

GP Steve: “The motion is to have the Grand Igloo proceed with paying the fees and opening up the Nation 

Builder to the Igloos and then the Igloos will be responsible for their fees and what happens from there on.” 

“We have had a really good presentation on this so we shouldn’t need any discussion so I want to jump right in 

on this.  All those in favor.” 

Someone: Asked if the Igloos were required to participate  

PGP Fred: “The motion was to have the Grand Igloo fund the Nation Builders website and does not require the 

subordinate Igloos to enter that.” 

Ruth Benson: “I’d like to see this tabled until the Communication Committee can actually do some work.” 

GP Steve: “Rodger, how do we work the table? (Rodger replied no second required). If we don’t vote on it 

today it’s another year down the road, we’re kicking this can down the road.  This is something we can vote on 

and like they told us in the presentation, there is no contract.  If we decide we don’t want to do this, we can 

pull the plug on it.  If we vote for this and approve it, and then six months down the road now this isn’t 

working, we can pull the plug on it.” 
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Rodger: “We can have a definite table and be brought up today, tomorrow, next week, next year, whenever.  

But an indefinite table will allow us a temporary pause to reflect on this whether we want to proceed on this.” 

GP Steve: “Ruth, did you hear Rodger there?” (Ruth replied she didn’t hear) “He said with an indefinite table 

we can bring it back up again.  Will the Communications Committee be ready to make a recommendation 

tomorrow on this?” 

Ruth: “If I can get my committee together. But I’m not in charge of this until this coming year.” 

GP Steve: “We’ll go ahead and table this and we can decide tomorrow.  Will that work? Ok, we’ll table this 

until tomorrow and they will tell us what they think tomorrow.  All those in favor of tabling this motion until 

tomorrow? Any opposed? I think the ayes have it so we will deal with it tomorrow. Ok, we have a photograph 

up here on the screen (picture of a snow plane). 

PGP Troxel: This was taken here in Valdez.  Don Burt rebuilt this and it was built by Al Clayton Sr. in I believe 

1939.   

PGP Don: “Al Clayton Sr. built this snow plane in 1939 when he was living in Salcha.  Which is between Delta 

and Fairbanks.  He used it on the Copper River quite a while. Then they moved the family to Anchor Point and 

Homer and it sat in his back yard for about 40 years.  And then I saw it one time and he asked me, he knew I 

rebuilt cars, so he asked me if I would rebuild this so he could put it on display in Wasilla.  So, I spent almost 

two years rebuilding this completely and now that’s where it’s at in the Transportation Museum at Wasilla.” 

GP Steve: “So, next up.  We’ll wait till the reports are done then ask for a motion to accept.  Is Marie Walker 

here to give the Audit Report? After that we will have Communications.” Dawn said she has the Audit Report. 

GS Dawn read the Audit Report from Marie Walker- Homer WI President:                             AUDIT REPORT   90 

GP Steve: “Thank you Dawn.  Lew, are you ready for the Communications Report?  Then Libby you’ll be up next 

with the Credentials Report” 

G1st VP Lew: The communications committee has been really confused for a while.  Way back in Juneau, I was 

told it was your turn to chair the Communications chair.  So, I did that.  He gave me some information, I talked 

to people, and I gave a presentation.    I did a presentation about John Carter, the founding father of the 

Juneau Pioneers.  Then last year they said it’s your turn to chair; you should be Communications director.  And 

that caught me off guard, and I didn’t deal with that year. This year, I was told I was Communications director 

on the website.  Then it changed.  Halfway through it they had a different Communications director picked out.  

And I never did get the website to where I could open any emails.  I sent emails to myself through the website 

and I couldn’t even get the person that might have answered it then to call me back to tell me what has been 

going on.  So, I’m very much thinking this new program would help tremendously.  And if I’m still considered 

Communications director after three years or chair, I would say, meet with me after this meeting.  Meet with 

me and the Communications Committee and vote to push this forward, one way or another.  I think we ought 

to vote on it as a group not as Communications.”  “And there’s the Historical Committee which happened the 

same way.  I’ve been three years on the Archives and Historical Committee, because that was where my point 

on the chairs.  And then I did a couple of them and I was going to do this one and then all of a sudden, the 

website changed and Rodger Hopp became the one.  I had a whole program picked out on the 1907, the first 

meeting of the Pioneers minutes and how they developed this whole thing. And I had worked on that then all 

of a sudden Rodger became chairman so I gave him my permission to Rodger.”  He said if Rodger gave a 

presentation, then we would be through.  GP Steve said Rodger wasn’t up yet. He said in three years he has 
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not been able to access the GI email and they messed up the password somewhere.  He said we need a new 

website that we can work on.  

GP Steve: “So, I don’t know where we are with that.” He talked about when he was Communications chair and 

all the interesting emails that came in.  Most of then you didn’t have to deal with yourself, rather forwarded to 

Igloos.  He said it was very rewarding. 

GT Libby: “I was copied on three of those Communications Committee requests from people.” One was from 

Fairbanks, one from Anchorage and one was from outside of Alaska. “I was able to find information on two out 

of those three communications requests really easily very quickly and I haven’t yet showed my findings to the 

Communications Committee because I’ve been busy doing other things like this job. But I was quite successful 

going up to the recorder’s office, the archives, at the University of Alaska, and pulling up that information.  And 

one thing led to another and I was able to get the archivist at the Pioneer Museum to do some more research 

on the Nenana Igloo that I didn’t have access to.  So, I’m ready, willing, and able to help to on these 

communications if I can get a copy in the future, thank you.” 

GP Steve: “Linda can probably attest that she got several of these requests over the years.” He said it is up to 

whoever is checking our emails to get them off to the proper people and there are only a few you have to deal 

with yourself and then there are some scams too.   

1st VP Lew: Lew stated the last Communications Committee members were: himself as chair, Nick Nugent, 

Wanda Huber, Jim Casement, Flower Cole, Jim Gifford, and Rachel Stark. He contacted all of them when he was 

looking for communications people, found about half didn’t know they were on the committee.  So, after this 

meeting, they will meet and have another meeting of the Communication Committee.  

GP Steve: Stated that it seems trivial but that it is in our mission statement to maintain the names and roles of 

the people and it is very important that we do this. “Libby, are you ready for credentials?” 

GR Libby:                                                                                                                              CREDENTIALS REPORT  91-92 

Libby explained the Grand Recorder’s process of counting delegates by going over all the credentials and those. 

attending.  We are up by only one more vote from last year There are 75% of the of the 218 possible delegates 

present for the whole state and she thought that was a good percentage.  “It’s very important that everyone 

that wants to be a delegate at the Grand Igloo convention each year to have their credentials and bring them 

with them.  And have them signed, witnessed, and sealed.  And I’ll try to do a good job next year of emailing 

the presidents of the Igloos and the secretaries of the Igloos to remind everybody coming to the convention 

that is a delegate, you have to have your credentials them with them and they have to be signed, and sealed.  

We did a pretty good job this year.  Thank you very much.” 

GP Steve: “Next up we have Rodger Hopp with Historical and Archives and he will be followed up will be Erika 

Miller with Generations Report.” 

GT Debbie: “One thing I noticed that was kind of an interesting thing, it doesn’t impact our numbers or 

anything. Palmer women’s Igloo has three women who are all in the same family, three generations, they’re all 

voting delegates this year.  Sara Page, Jeannette Perdue, and Norma Christiansen, down here in front.”  

2nd VP Rodger: “I discovered quite by accident as well that I was the chairman of the Historical and Archives 

Committee.  Lew was kind enough to send the information he was working on when he thought he was and 

informed me, no, it was me.  So, he transferred the information to me and it concerned the first meeting of the 

Pioneers February 7, 1907.                                                                                         HISTORICAL & ARCHIVES   93-96  
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GP Steve: “Thank you. Next will be Erika Miller with Generations, followed by Historian Ruth, and Joan can give 

the Trustees Report and report on Delta Stampede.” 

Erika Miller: GENERATIONS REPORT: “Dawn, I’m sorry, I have no report.  But I do have comments and that 

should qualify as the Generations Report.  For one, I didn’t do much this whole year, but there is a reason.  I’m 

president of women’s Igloo #8; I had no Idea how much work it was.  My other, on my own, obsession is also to 

come up with all the names of Igloo members.  I’m also doing graves, cemeteries, and to be perfectly honest, 

I’d rather do that than anything else.  It’s an obsession, it’s not even a hobby, it’s really sick.  So, let me tell you, 

I found this piece of paper, somewhere.  The head is cut off; the bottom is cut off. It does explain how to fill out 

generations form, Ruth Knapman and Judy Weimer.  Nowhere does it say some files should in some location in 

a file drawer the Pioneer Hall in Fairbanks.  But that’s where I have it.  And since I accepted the position, even 

though I’m slow, forgive me, I will have it done by next convention.   That drawer will be empty.   I have 

decided on a plan of attack.  I have helpers that have offered to help me and we will get it done.  II will get it 

done.   I made some notes to make sure I didn’t forget anything.  Because it clearly tells you here have new 

members fill out a generation form and make another copy.  And it does say one goes to the Grand Recorder to 

be attached to their application and one stays with the Igloo to be attached to their application.  So that was 

the way it was from the beginning. That’s the way it should be.  Anything connected with you goes to your 

application.   So, how that file drawer came into being is beyond me.  But it will be empty, I promise, by the 

next convention.  And the reason I have to apologize for being so late -I’ve been very busy and recently life has 

thrown me a few lemons and I don’t know how I’m going to deal with that.  But like I said, I’ll get to it. “  

GP Steve: “Thank you, Erika and thank you for your work. It is important to us, for sure.  Ruth and Joanie will 

give the Delta Stampede Report then we’ll continue with her Medallion Report. Vision is not here.  Is there 

someone giving the report for Patents and Emblems?” Dawn has a copy to read. “Here’s Ruth and Joanie.” 

Ruth: “Delta Stampede was the 20th and 21st of June, was really really hot, sunny of course but you never know 

what you’re going to get.  The first thing we did was the cemetery gate dedication which we have been waiting 

four years, Troxel? And I ran into Ron Lester at the grocery store and said Hey Ron, we’ve got to get this done. 

And next thing I know here comes the gate committee and boom bang boom here we go.  And then one our 

high school recipients of our scholarships, was called by his grandfather, who is Ron Lester, and said could you 

please help paint this gate.  Within two or three days, that gate was painted.  And if you saw the picture that 

Delta put out, of how technical need is. Pioneers of Alaska is in gold and you can see it half a mile away on 

either side.  The poor city has Rest Haven and Love on their gate in emerald green and you cannot see it, it’s 

sad. And also, the columbarium got dedicated that day and is welcome to Pioneers all over the state. We’re still 

working as the cemetery committee to get it so we know the rules of what it is going to be for everybody that’s 

going to be put in there as for the cremations.  We also had our King and Queen coronation, which was Troxel 

and myself.  We did our memorial service, the old memorial service, the original one.  And then we also did the 

initiation by the original initiation form where you go around the campfire.  Which to me would be awesome if 

the Igloos could meet outside every summer. Because the first one we did six people and this one we did two. 

And people really like it, the audience even gets involved, cheering the people going around the fire.  We did a 

50/50 each day.  Delta didn’t think we could do it the first year but this year they were all on board- Lets go-

Lets go-Lets go!  It was a really good time.  And then Miss Joan doing her field games and Jackie added the 

moose turd flipping into cups.  Then we added some crazy stuff and they all had fun.  And we ate lots of great 

food.  Seward salmon, Delta buffalo, brats, all the sides you can imagine.  And then we had an incident happen.  
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Virgil and Dawn had to leave early so they left some stuff behind.  He gets up to Glennallen and he looks in the 

back of their truck and his tall chairs are missing     And Dawn had to look over at him and say, you fool, you left 

them in Delta!   Any get togethers I’ve found, I even got to go to McCarthy this summer, to me anytime you re-

unite the Pioneers it’s one good time.   

Joan: “Especially if it is outdoors.  Since doing stampedes, I think this was the ninth, and you put them outside, 

you put a bunch of Pioneers and you don’t keep it a secret, don’t make it closed.  It’s open to anybody that 

happens by and if they want to come see what is going on.   You invite them in, you feed them, we’re going to 

tell you our story, they’re going to tell us your story, and things happen.  It’s been a wonderful thing.  Delta’s 

membership in both Igloos have increased as a direct result from doing those stampedes.  And the one in 

McCarthy, there’s a new Igloo in McCarthy as a result of doing those stampedes.  This is a good thing and it 

involves getting people outside.  And it is good for all of us to and we need to do it not just for ourselves but to 

invite others to come and have a good time.  People want to attach themselves to people having fun.”   

                                                                                                                                                   DELTA STAMPEDE   97-104    

Jim Plaquet:                                     MEDALLION    105 

He mentioned the medallions would make a great gift to recognize someone in your Igloo.  

GP Steve: “Wanda, can you give us the Pathfinder Report?”   

Wanda Huber:                                                                                                                                      PATHFINDER   106 

She mentioned that PGP Don Burt would like two rosters from each Igloo. 

GP Steve: “Thank you, Wanda.  Dawn is going to give us the Emblems Report and go right into the Snider Park 

Report.  

GS Dawn: for PGS Vision Money Patents & Emblems Chair:                                         PATENTS & EMBLEMS 107 

PGP Virgil: “Which emblem is it that’s due?” 

Dawn: “the Women’s pin with the forget-me-nots.” 

GP Steve: “You said this would need to be voted on at this convention?” 

Dawn: Stated that the committee did not see any reason to renew this trademark and it would save us money. 

And there was no evidence of anyone using that emblem.  

GP Steve: “Linda.” 

PG Recorder Linda: “What is the cost to renew the women’s trademark?  I’d hate to see somebody else 

snatching it.  It’s been around since 1913.” 

Fred: “The cost to renew the trademark is $500. 

GP Steve: “Is that paid historically by the Grand Igloo?” Answer was, yes. 

Jackie Nelson-Delta WI 19: “First of all, I really think we should keep that one and would it be appropriate to 

make a motion at this time that we do keep it and not get rid of the women’s forget-me-not. 

GP Steve: “Correct me if I’m wrong, but to keep it and renew it we don’t need a motion for that. Doesn’t it 

automatically go through?” (answer was yes) 

GP Steve: “So, we haven’t made a motion to do away with it.  So, as long as we don’t get one of those in the 

next 37 seconds then we keep it.  Snider Park report is up next”     

Dawn: Read it for Chair Caleb Aldeman.                                                                                         SNIDER PARK  108 

GP Steve: “thanks for bringing up my oversight.  Next up will be the Membership Committee Report. 

Joan: Co-Chair Membership Committee:                                                                               MEMBERSHIP  109-110 

She stated that the work for the committee is done through  the year via email and then at the convention. 

16



     

If anyone would like to be on the committee, please let her know 

GP Steve: “Next up will be Pam Lambert with the Travel Report.” 

Pam Lambert: Chair of Travel Committee:                                                                                   TRAVEL   111-112 

She has a friend that will make a tutorial to assist Pioneers to sign up with ATMOS. 

Pam Lambert’s phone: 907-460-8457   email: fks708@gmail.com 

GP Steve: “I believe that is the last of the reports for today.  So, can I get a motion to accept the reports?” 

Ken Odsather-Anchorage made the motion to accept the reports; Gene Hanson-Fairbanks Mi 4 seconded 

motion: motion passed.  

GP Steve: I have a couple of announcements and then I’ll do good of the order.”   Bill Chace has a 1923  

Model T Depot Hack station wagon for sale and reminded royalty to sign up for the ball tonight. 

Diane Pedeson: She asked Virgill to come to the stage.  She presented Virgil with a giant flask from the 

Anchorage men’s and women’s Igloos.  She said it was something he always wanted.  He mentioned that two 

people are filling out applications for the Valdez Pioneers.  One is working at the hotel and the other lives in 

Valdez.  

Jim Casement said he forgot to mention Erika Miller is also a GI Foundation member and Troxel from Delta has 

also helped a lot. He talked about hiring Gene Hanson for the BS meter for the convention and he hopes to 

have an official Gene Hanson BS Meter Box at the next convention for the Grand President. 

Wanda read about parents having to explain the Birds & the Bees to their children. 

GP Steve: “I think we have covered all of today’s business so we will be adjourned.”   

FRIDAY 9-26-2025 AFTERNOON BUSINESS SESSION ADJOURNED 3:25pm 

 

SATURDAY 9-27-2025 MORNING BUSINESS SESSION CALLED TO ORDER 9:06am 

GP Steve: “Ok, we will get started today with any unfinished business. And we do have a motion that was 

tabled yesterday, Dawn, can you read that? 

GT Debbie: “Jim Casement, I have that information you were asking for.” 

GP Steve: “Well if Dawn can’t find that, the motion was to have the Grand Igloo go ahead and start with that 

Nation Building website and the other Igloos can tag onto.  If I remember right, it was $160 and $9 a month for 

individual Igloos.  The Communications Committee did meet to discuss the motion and whether or not we 

should. And they could not come to a census. They wanted to pass it off to the Grand officers and let them 

deal with it. Which I don’t think we should do that. We have a motion on the floor that we have to deal with 

and I think we should just go ahead and vote on it.   

 1st VP Lew: “Now, the Communication Committee did meet and after consideration we recommend that we 

set aside the table motion and ask for a vote with no more discussion.” 

GP Steve: “Well, that was their recommendation.  I just have one more quick thing to add on it.  We are not 

signing a contract with this.  If we decide to go forward with this, do it, and three four five six months down 

the road, la year down the road, if it’s not working, it’s not doing us any good, we just cancel it.  But I think 

security again, there are some benefits to it, there are some thoughts and concerns. A lot of that deal had to 

deal with and personal security.  I would not worry about that.   They’ve got the firewalls; they’ve got the 

security in place. If you have a driver’s license, your information is out there.  If you get a PFD, your information 

is out there.  If you vote, your information is out there.  Myself, my personal feeling, I don’t think there are 

hackers around the world that are looking to get into the Pioneers site and start looking for stuff.” 
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Cheryl Seese-Seward: “President Searles, can you make clear that each Igloo has the option of opting into its 

uses or not and we are in charge of our own Igloo?” 

GP Steve: “That is my understanding.  There is no requirement from the Grand Igloo or anyone else or an 

individual Igloo to start a Nation Building website.  None at all.” 

Cheryl Seese: “And also, each Igloo is the administrator of their own site.  Nobody else is doing that. It’s each 

of us that administer.” 

GP Steve: “That’s the way I understand it.   And again, with our Igloo we don’t have a 5th grade or 6th grader in 

there that knows computers.  But the way it was explained.    Myself, I hate websites.  They try to make them 

fancy and pretty and everything. I don’t give a hoot about that.  Make it user friendly. And if it’s user friendly 

we can do it. Everything we have to do; you have to get over the internet.  And our city’s website is terrible.  I 

can’t find anything on it.  But other websites, yeah, they work.” 

Sue Nugent-Fbks WI #8: “Call a vote.” 

GP Steve: “Ok, so all those in favor of adapting this Nation Building website.” He asked all for and all opposed 

and stated the Ayes have it.   

GR Libby: “I didn’t get to ask this question. What if you only get one Igloo or two Igloos that are using it and 

the rest of the Igloos don’t sign up, are we going to have to pay for this thing for the whole year?” 

GP Steve: “No. No, we’re not paying for a year.  At any time, it can be canceled.  If it aint working, people aren’t 

using it, it can be canceled.  There is no contract. That’s the way it was explained to me.  There is no contract.” 

GT Debbie: “Who’s going to make that decision?”  

GP Steve: “Yeah, I don’t know.  One year, close it. It’s under $2000 for a year. In Kodiak next year.  Anyway, the 

motion carried so it won’t come up until February next year, not February but the convention next year.   I 

congratulate you guys on actually passing something.  Is there any other unfinished business? The day before, 

the day before or the day before that?  Linda” 

PGR Linda: Linda said she was very concerned regarding the women’s pin trademark and was not sure if we 

had voted to renew it and she felt very strongly that we should renew it.  And that the trustees already set a 

budget. We have had that trademark since 1912 or 1913. 

GP Steve: “What she was referring to is the patents and emblems that we have, three-four-five of them.  You 

have to renew that patent every ten years.  

There was some discussion on the renewal and it will need to be decided on at this convention as it may be too 

late by next convention and it was included in this year’s budget for $500.   

GP Steve: “Thank you, Linda for clarification on all of this.  That’s not something we have to act on at this time.   

So, that patent for the emblem will be renewed for ten years.  Do we have any other unfinished business? So, 

at this time we’ll bring up Fred Thorsteinson from the Nominations Committee.” 

PGP Fred: “Good morning, everyone.  Have a good time last night? I know I did.  Ok, so this is going to be the 

second reading of the report of the Nominating Committee to the 108th Grand Igloo Pioneers of Alaska 

Convention.                                                                                                                                         NOMINATIONS   68  

 

GP Steve: “Having heard this year’s list of candidates for this years officers.   Are there any nominations from 

the floor?  Are there any nominations from the floor?  Third and final time, are there any nominations from the 

floor?   

Susan Gibson- WI #8: “I’d like to nominate Joan Skilbred for President.” 
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GP Steve: “Ok, we have a nomination from the floor for the office of president.” Motion was seconded by 

Diane Kaiser- WI #6 Juneau.   

Joan: “Hold it, you have to ask me if I accept.” 

GP Steve: “Do you accept?” 

Joan: “Yes, I do.” 

GP Steve: “So, this is how it’s going to work.  We’re going to give the candidates a couple minutes to talk to you 

all and then we’ll break into a caucus for a little bit and you can discuss this amongst yourselves and then we 

will have a secret ballot.  And the way that will work so we will have some ballots made up, have hem sitting 

here, a little bucket on each side.  With a highlighter, you take a ballot out of the center and highlight the name 

on that ballot that you want to vote for and drop it in that bucket.  That’s the way this will work.  And we’re 

relying on everyone’s integrity and that to not go through the line three, four or five times.”  

GT Debbie: “And these are only delegates?” 

GP Steve: “No, it’s an open floor.”?” 

Someone: “How do we vote proxies?” 

GP Steve: “This is going to be a floor vote. And the reason we are doing the floor vote is most of the proxies 

are not here.  The votes are by proxy which gives one person way too many votes.  We want one vote per 

member.  So, that’s why we’re not doing a proxy vote on this.  It’s going to be a vote of the members here at 

this convention.  Ok, Lew and Joanie, you want to come up here. 

Pat Barber: “Are we going to caucus.” 

GP Steve: “After the candidates speak.  Yes, we’ll take a short break for a caucus.  You can break into your 

Igloos; you can all kind of mill amongst yourselves, however you want to do it.  I don’t care. It’s not a delegate 

vote so it’s about individual thoughts and feelings.” 

1st VP Lew: “Fortunately they told me about this a day early so I had some time to figure this out. Welcome to 

the club.  I feel I’ve made a number of positive commitments and contributions to the Pioneers.  I helped 

refrain some of the questions that they struggle with and worked to help keep us on track for a better Alaska.  

My view of how to explain the Pioneers is not as the forward part of the conquering army, but more as 

homesteader becoming one with the country and working to build everyone and everything up in it.  I’ve been 

a Pioneer for at least 20 years.  I’ve been working up the chairs for about 12 years.  I think I served well in each 

of my positions along the way and brought a unique understanding, help refrain the questions the Pioneers are 

facing currently and helped keep the idea of the Pioneers strong within us and around us.  I am proud of what 

I’ve done with the Pioneers, helping to further their goals of bettering everything in Alaska.  Now, I’m not like 

the second lieutenant people asking everyone to follow me over the hill to fight in the battle.   I kind of use 

Virgil as an example of that.  I admire those people and I admire Virgil too for being able to do that.  But that’s 

not me.  I’m the one homesteader that comes to set up permanent camping in the communities and help 

people survive and enjoy it when they are there.  I think we should be blending into the community, not telling 

them how it should be done. 

Today has been a great transition for me.  As all the time I was growing up, I was encouraged not to stand out 

in front, not to be the lightening pole and drag everyone into it my way.  But more build a consensus and bring 

everyone together through questions and support so we can come to a solution everyone believes in.  And this 

helps everyone move together towards our goals.  
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Joanie is a hard worker with good ideas.  But I feel her impatience is pushing, pushing limits.  We differ in 

philosophy and style.  I have learned quite a bit working up through the chairs and getting to know all the 

people involved and how they approach things.  There are lot of smart very capable people in the Pioneers. 

And just being around them has changed my approach to things many times as I work in my life and in the 

Pioneers.  I think it’s made me a better person.   

You’ve heard the preamble of the first Pioneers constitution yesterday.  The original Pioneers knew what they 

were doing when they built our systems to form leadership within the groups they were working with.  It 

seems strange to have this last-minute coup from a member who’s already moving up in the system and just 

can’t wait.  She’d have been here in three to five years if she just waited the way the way the rest of us did.  

Impatience is not always a virtue.  And then to wait until the last day to bring this up after 12 years of watching 

me grow and go through the system.  That’s a strange approach.  Like most of us, I’ve suffered physically and 

mentally living here for the last 50 years.  But I think I’ve grown morally through staying in Alaska.  In my 

history, I’ve been employee of the year on some jobs and been fired from others.  But I’ve continued and 

grown through it all.  It’s given me a broad background and helped me understand what a number of others 

have been going through.  Starting from New York City, I learned to hunt, fish, and even trap almost from 

scratch when I got to Alaska.  But I enjoyed it.  And after looking over a lot of places, I moved to Nome and I’ve 

stayed there the last 50 years even after I retired because I like it better than any other place I’ve lived.  I came 

to Alaska and to Nome broke.  And I set down roots, grew up a second time here and enjoyed that too.  In my 

mind, I’ve succeeded.  Among other things I’ve been shipwrecked and left for dead more than once, but still 

came back and I’m still happy with my life.  I don’t know how you transfer this to other people to use it to grow 

our organization but at least I’m trying to inspire them through my actions.  I don’t feel the need to tell people 

to follow me or us as Pioneers.  I just got to be me and let then choose how they want to be accepted.  I’m not 

the only one like this in Nome or Alaska or the Pioneers, I think.  And I think it brings people to the Pioneers. I 

believe we have done a number of instances in the Grand Igloo and become a better organization through it.   

We need to lead through example, demonstrations, and support.  I know the smaller cities are probably 

different than Fairbanks and Anchorage.  We generally know most of the people in our towns and villages, or 

at least get to know them within the first year.  During the summer subsistence season most of our members 

are still out riding or gathering food.  They are out on long trips to camp not back and forth.  And more are 

going outside over the winter for months at a time.  I don’t have any grand scheme for the Igloos on the road.  

I trust them to know they need.  I have been concentrating on getting and keeping Nome strong. I don’t think 

catching tom cod through the ice or muktuk martinis would go over in most of very well in most of our Igloos.  

But if I see anything I think I can use in our Nome Igloo from what I’ve gained from you, I’ll bring it back and 

we’ll try it.  And I would be happy to show you tom cod or muktuk martinis if you want to.  Just call me before I 

get there, I may need to bring supplies.  For the past couple of years most of my energy has gone to building 

up Nome Igloos and repairing problems we have had.  I enjoy this new road system but I can’t go to the road 

very often.  I can’t afford it financially or time wise.  I know I’m not very connected to the big cities currently 

but I will work on it.  I will do my best to bring innovation and energy you can use and share. Energy is 

appropriate when I come to your Igloos.  I intend to work hard, pay attention to details and bring us along and 

improvement this year.  Thank you.” 
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Joan: “I’m going to share with you that this is one of the scariest things I have done in my life. This is like 

getting married.  So, it’s a little unusual, I will admit that.  Some of you are probably asking why, does she think 

she’s qualified to do this.  And I feel that I am very qualified.  I’m the only elected president in my Igloo to serve 

two times.   I have a lot of experience. I have been secretary in my Igloo.  I have moved up to trustees.  I did 

Inner Guard yesterday.   Thank you, Doc.  I have helped with the other officers.  I’ve written a lot of their 

reports.  I’ve led the Medallions Committee for two years and I’ve turned that over to Jim Plaquet so that you 

don’t have the same person to always be in charge.  I’ve done the Membership Committee for a number of 

years.  I’ve taken a lot of pride in the work that we’ve done.  Some of it’s successful and some of it, not so 

much but to keep getting in there and swinging.  What I’d like to do if you elect me as Grand President, the first 

thing I would do is after installation of officers, I would call a meeting of the Grand Officers.  So, that we’ll  have  

time to go over what everybody’s job is, everybody knows what they are doing so there’s no confusion later. 

And part of my job as president is to check up them and also check up on committees to make sure that they 

are working together as committees and that they have everything they need to do the job.  And over the 

course of the year check I’d have to check in with them.  That’s one thing that would be a little different if I 

were president.  And so, I’ll hope you’ll vote for me.” 

PGP Wes: He asked if there would be any discussion on this. 

GP Steve: “This starts our caucus period now.  Everyone’s voice needs to be heard.” “Again, it’s unprecedented.   

This is new.  Everybody’s voice needs to be heard on this.” 

PGP Wes:  Wes talked about Lew’s involvement in the Nome community including the fire department.  Also 

about all the years Lew spent working up through the Grand Igloo chairs, how this would divide the Pioneers 

and the future of the Nome Igloos. 

Dorene Lorenz- Juneau WI #6: “I don’t have a statement Mr. President; I have a statement.  It’s a technical 

one.  If we vote for Joanie, does Lew stay in line and he’ll be the next person in line to be considered as the 

next president.  If we vote for Lew does Joanie lose her place in the chairs? 

GP Steve: “Joanie has already relinquished her position as she is not even on the list of candidates that was 

read.  Her name was not read.  She has withdrawn her name from the progression up through the chairs.  So, 

that’s already done.  And I’m sorry to say, that no, if Lew loses this election since he’s going into the highest 

chair and from there you go to become a Past Grand President. So he can’t become a Past Grand if he was not 

a Grand.” 

PGP Fred: “To answer the question, I believe that the Nominating Committee has the purview to nominate 

anyone who’s qualified to be a Grand Officer and that can be anyone at any time.  So, a person that’s not 

elected today would not be precluded from being renominated.” 

PGP Ed: “Well, the Nominating Committee would have the authority to nominate any person for any of the 

various positions.  And today we would elect whoever and they would serve the next year.  The Nominating 

Committee could review it and all the persons interested in the various positions in the Grand Igloo.” 

Joyce Chase-WI #8:” I have a question.  I want to clarify that this is a delegate only vote, correct?” 

GP Steve: “No.  It’s not.  It’s an open floor vote.  Ok, so the way this is going to work is down here in front, 

there’s a small little bucket there.  In there are some slips of paper that have two names on them.  Take one of 

those and go to one of these other buckets on the sides here, take a highlight marker and highlight the one 

name that you want to vote for and just drop your ticket in the bucket there.  For those of you that have 

mobility issues, let us know and we will bring a clipboard and a pen, I don’t have another highlighter, and just 
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circle the name on the paper.  For those of you that want to vote from your seat, let us know and someone will 

come to you and a ballot sheet.”  He was asked about groups caucusing.  “Well, this time was an open caucus.  

If you want to break into little groups, let’s go ahead and do that then.  Let’s take 15-20 minutes, 20-minute 

max.  Ok, we’re going to vote at 10:00.” Igloos met to caucus. 

GP Steve: “We’re going back to business here.  I’m going to turn this over to the Nominations Committee here, 

Fred Thorsteinson. 

PGP Fred: “So, here we are going to have the reading of the nominees for Grand Igloo officers for 2026.  We 

just held the election for the Grand President’s position.  That issue is resolved and I will read the slate of 

officers.”  He read the previous slate of officers with the same nominations previously presented, with Lew as 

Grand President. “Grand President, on behalf of the Nominating committee I move this slate of officers for 

the 2026 Grand Igloo for unanimous consent.”  

GP Steve: “We have a motion and a second by Pat Barber from Anchorage.” 

PGR Linda: “Call for the question.” 

GP Steve: Asked all for and any opposed (none); “Ok, motion carries.  Ok, we have a slate of officers.”   

Ok, our next order of business, Fred is going to read again Resolution CA 25-01.” 

PGP Fred: “This is going to be the second reading for the constitutional amendment CA 25-01 presented to the 

108th Grand Igloo Pioneers of Alaska convention.”   He read CA 25-01.” I propose we have a motion to approve 

this amendment.” PGP Wes-Nome Men’s Igloo #1 moved we accept CA 25-01; G1st VP Lew Tobin Igloo #1 

seconded motion; “Ok, is there any further discussion on this amendment?” We’re going to try to limit the 

discussion as we’re running up against the time crunch.” 

Sue Nugent – Fairbanks WI #8: “And, I have some concerns about this.  The first one being, you have 17–20-

year-olds and it does not specify if they are living in Alaska, it doesn’t specify what’s going to happen to them 

when they turn 21.  And also, by doing this, and I know there was some talk on the proposal about dues that 

may be left to the Igloos but right now let’s look at the categories that we have for membership.  We have 10.  

We have the regular membership with the strictest of requirements; the spousal and I’m to understand they’re 

going to be grandfathered in but they’ll have full rights instead of just being able to vote in their little Igloo, like 

previously.  And there is the proposed.  It doesn’t address conversion to regular membership of the 20-year 

residency mark, or no residency requirement for children or grandchildren.  No provisions for what happens to 

a child or grandchild after the age of 20 because they do not meet other membership requirements.  And then 

we also have the honorary, life, veteran, regular clearance card, spousal clearance card, and none of those pay 

per capita tax nor dues.  So, I think this needs to be sent back to the Membership Committee to review some 

of the errors in this and possibly table this until next year. I also have a chart if somebody wants to see these 

details”  

Person: She asked if a non-delegate member was able to speak on the motion.  (GP Steve replied, yes, 

absolutely.) She brought up our mission statement and how does our residency pertain to our membership 

and why there is a residency requirement at all. 

GP Steve: “That’s a whole different topic and doesn’t pertain to this resolution. This does not change the 

residency requirement or membership.  This changes the spousal membership, not the regular membership.  

That’s a whole different topic and that is something that needs to be brought up and needs to be addressed 

but that is not in this resolution here. “(Someone brought up that an amendment could be made to the 
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amendment.) Steve mentioned we would not be able to come up with a perfect solution to the amendment 

today as it will take more time. Someone else said an amendment could be made at this time.) 

GP Steve: “We have a motion on the floor to table this amendment and that would table this until next year.  

It’s not going to happen this year.”  “Let’s just go ahead and vote on the table of the motion.  All those in 

favor of tabling this motion until next convention in Kodiak next year, say Aye. All opposed; motion carried.  

This closes the discussion on this resolution and it can go back to committee and be done with next year. 

PGP Fred: “Ok, we have one more issue to deal with the Constitution and By Laws Committee.  And that is  

the resolution that was submitted by the trustees regarding the dissolution of dies.” He re-read the Resolution 

25-01.  PGP Wes- Nome MI #1 moved to accept the resolution; PGP Jim Rhodes-Ketchikan seconded the 

motion. There was some discussion about keeping the annual design for each Igloo that hosted the 

convention.   

The dies will be defaced and could be returned to the home convention Igloo.  Dorene Lorenz- Juneau stated 

she would like to make an amendment to the resolution that we send this to the trustees and the trustees 

make this determination as that is their job.  PGP Fred stated that this is the trustee’s resolution.  It was 

explained that the back side of the medallion is not part of the resolution as it is the Grand Igloo logo. 

Sue Nugent- Fairbanks WI #8 called for the question.  “Ok, let’s have a show of hands for the motion; looks 

like we have a majority so the resolution passes.” 

GP Steve: “Next up will be first year Trustee to give the Trustees Report.”                              TRUSTEES   113-116 

Jim Plaquet and Joan Skilbred presented the report. 

GP Steve: “Do we have a motion to accept the trustees report? Tim Beck – Igloo 4 Fairbanks so moved; PGR 

Linda Conley- Fairbanks Igloo WI 8 seconded the motion; motion passed. 

GP Steve: “The last thing on our agenda is upcoming conventions and Doc was gone the first couple of days  

and we wanted to hear from Kodiak so the rest of the folks from Kodiak said “Let’s do a convention.”   

Doc said it will be the same weekend in September 24-26th, 2026.  He is expecting stories from each Igloo to 

put into the convention book so everyone can have a “brag sheet”.   Lloyd Shandly will be the chairperson  

PGP Ed Barber said Anchorage Igloos would host the 2027 Convention! 

                       2026 CONVENTION WILL BE IN KODIAK THE 24TH-26TH 

            2027 CONVENTION WILL BE IN ANCHORAGE 

GP Steve: “Well, that pretty much concludes our business for this 2025 Grand Igloo Convention.” 

We’ll meet back here at 1:00 to wrap up this convention and have the installation of officers and then we will 

have our Memorial Service.                                                                                           MEMORIAL SERVICE   117-120 

THE 2025     VALDEZ CONVENTION ADJOURNED ABOUT 11:35AM. 
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